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The value of the Linux hobbyist

Introduction

The past, the present, the future of Linux development is all about the independent hobbyist who dedicates

hours and hours of their time to simply experimenting with Linux code out of interest, creative desire or a

sense of wanting to achieve a personal goal. Without the Linux hobbyists there would be no open source

and frankly no Linux.

While many professional outfits now work on developing Linux code, and therefore make a significant

contribution to the Linux community, it is the abiding spirit of the hobbyist that underpins the whole open

source ethos.

So what are the vital qualities that the hobbyist offers and why do they remain a crucial part of the Linux

community?

Many heads make light work!

The overriding benefit of Linux open source is the sheer volume of people involved. When you invite everyone

to the Linux party you know lots and lots will actually turn up to give the proceeding a full and rounded flava.

With so many Linux enthusiasts working on their own ideas and initiative, and own code or others’ code,

there are thousands and thousands of distros and Linux strands around, with most constantly being changed

and adapted to improve them.

The result of all these clever people creating, modifying, improving and reinventing code is that the end

product we use is pretty high quality stuff.  Stable Linux distros are sure to have been through rigorous

development, review and modification to leave the user confident that bugs and operating glitches have been



ironed out, accessibility is logical and easy, and usability has been maximized.  And what’s more, if there

is room for further improvement after all that, chances are that someone has already done it, because open

source Linux also means currency.

The heart of a Volunteer

It is often said that the biggest hearts are those of the volunteer. This is because volunteers do what they

do not because of financial reward or external pressure, but because of a personal desire that comes from

deep within. The volunteer offers commitment, enthusiasm and passion. Their motivation to succeed is

greater. And this is why the Linux volunteer (or hobbyist) is so valuable to the Linux community. Their

knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the Linux world is unrivalled, their ability to deliver quality

code unmatched.

Undeterred and unwavering, the volunteer keeps producing new-generation Linux quality because of a pure

love of code.

Spirit of Cooperation

While thousands of individual Linux developers are out there creating their own, unique coding, ultimately

the viable Linux distros that organically evolve must come from developers coming together.  All successful

Linux distros are a distillation of ideas and individual code strands that are brought together in a coherent

package, then remodelled and improved. And to do this there must be a strong ethos of cooperation

throughout the Linux development community.

The idea that we can be stronger together than apart is a key feature of open source development. So the

hobbyist is by their nature a co-operator, comfortable with the idea that their work can be complimented and

maybe even improved by another’s, of course knowing that they too are likely to be called upon to improve

a colleague’s work just the same.
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Help yourself pick ‘n’ mix

Open source means accessible and that quality is a fundamental of the success of Linux. The fact that the

code behind the Linux distros is open to be viewed and reworked is a vital characteristic to allow for

redevelopment and improvement.

Thanks to open source, Linux hobbyists can look over existing code, review it and then make amendments

from their own ideas or by including their own pre-developed code that they feel will improve the overall

platform. The beauty of the system is that one person’s changes can then be reviewed and accepted or

rejected by another. Thus, Linux developers can cherry pick the best code available to formulate a high-

quality distro.

However, again the community spirit is important. New ideas and code strands cannot be picked up on by

others if they do not know that they are out there. The Linux community works as a communications network

to get the message out so everyone can stay abreast of the latest ideas and creations.

Community – I’ve got your back!

Sticking with the concept of community, another massive benefit to the hobbyist led Linux community ethos

is that everyone (with good intentions) has got everyone else’s back. If someone wants to insert some

destructive code into a distro there can be literally thousands of watch dogs on the lookout for such negative

programming, ready to remove it almost as quickly as it is added.

Similarly, positive new code is also always open to scrutiny, so Linux users can be assured of the genuine

nature and quality of new creations.
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In contrast, closed formats are not open to general scrutiny. With such applications, if a hacker breaks in

and plants some destructive code the general community cannot act as watch dogs and users must trust

the system administrators to spot and resolve the issue. Inevitably, with fewer eyes watching over the

closed platforms, the chances of spotting problems or rogue code are much lower, which in return will

encourage attackers to target closed systems more than open platforms such as Linux.

So with Linux hobbyists there really is safety in numbers.

Products are cheaper when you don’t pay the workers!

So we know that Linux hobbyists promote quality, innovation and safety. This is all great, but for many the

financial bottom line is most important. Well that means good news again because hobbyists generally

develop for free and make their creations available for free. You cannot get cheaper than that.

In fact, according to a recent EC study into the open source industry - open source software programmers,

nearly half of which are based in Europe, volunteer at least $1 billion US worth of labour (quoted in

informationweek.com).

Get a Career

So apart from deriving a sense of achievement and pride, what other benefits can come from becoming

a Linux hobbyist? Well despite the abundance of free work being done there are many companies willing

to pay good money to have Linux experts in their offices. And so while a love of code developing can offer

its own rewards, all those free-time hours spend tinkering in open source could just be the foundation to

a financially rewarding career.
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Conclusions

Thanks to the army of dedicated development hobbyists, Linux continues to be relevant, high-quality,

current, accessible, safe and cheap, a winning combination for any business that relies on an IT-based

solution.
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